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SUBJECT: BEGIN VISIT TO US 

REE: STATE 171271 

1 . THROUGH INABILITY TO ARRANGE A MEETING WITH THE MINISTER OE 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, WHO CONTINUES TO SULK AT HIS DESERT HOME OVER 
NOT YET BEING DESIGNATED PRIME MINISTER, CHARGE DID HAVE OPPOR- 
TUNITY DURING COURSE OF FAREWELL CALL TO BRIEF MOFA'S DIRECTOR 
OR POLITICAL AFFAIRS ABDULLAH AL ATTIYAH ON MEETING BETWEEN 
PRESIDENT CARTER AND MENACHIM BEGIN. 

2. AL ATTIYAH ACKNOWLEDGED THAT INEO PROVIDED DID NOT PROVIDE 
ANY NEW INSIGHTS AND WAS CONSISTENT WITH THAT ALREADY REPORTED 
IN PRESS. HE ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT ALTHOUGH VERY LITTLE OF SUB- 
STANCE HAS BEEN MADE PUBLIC ABOUT THE MEETINGS, HE SAID THAT 
THE CARTER/BEGIN EXCHANGE DID REPRESENT A CONSTRUCTIVE EFFORT 
AND WAS FURTHER PROOF TO THE ARABS THAT A U.S. PRESIDENT FINALLY 
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UNDERSTOOD THE ARAB’S SIDE AND WOULD WORK CONSTRUCTIVELY TO 
BRING ABOUT A JUST PEACE TO THE MIDDLE EAST. AL ATTIYAH CONCLUDED 
THAT THE ARABS WERE VERY OPTIMISTIC FOR A FINAL SETTLEMENT 
AND WERE PLACING THEIR HOPES ON PRESIDENT CARTER TO DO HIS 
UTMOST TO MAKE THIS A REALITY. 
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